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  CARNIVAL / IMMODESTY - UNMASKED  
 

All praise is due to Allah Who 
has blessed us with a complete way of 
life and has given us directives on how 
to maintain firm faith in order to 
safeguard ourselves from sins.  

Islam is a religion of serenity 
and peace; of good morals and ethics; 
of sincerity and truthfulness. When the 
Prophet Muhammad (SA) was given 
the mantle of prophethood, the world 
was sunk into the abyss of darkness 
and rebellion. Besides the small 
number of those from the Ahlul Kitaab 
who still remained on truth, most had 
already forgotten their purpose in 
creation and were following the 
temptations of the rebellious Satans. 
Barbarism and immorality was the 
order of the day and women were held 
as objects of material possession and 
folly. In the midst of such vile and base 
practices and values, the nuur (light) of 
revelation and prophethood came with 
such teachings which illuminated the 
darkness of ignorance and replaced 
them with worth and value. The lives of 
those who truthfully believed and 
accepted this message brought by the 
Prophet (SA), were transformed into 
an embodiment of morals and virtues. 

Respected readers, as time 
advances and the apparent claim of 
intellect and civilization advance, there 
is a progressive deterioration of values 
and morals, as though the age of 
darkness is again returning at a rapid 
pace. Man has gone to the moon and 
has looked into the vastness of the 

universe, yet, he has not looked at the 
value of his own body. He has built 
computers with such capability which 
may compute tremendous data in 
nanoseconds, but yet, cannot calculate 
the worth of life.  In an instance, one 
can know what is happening live, at 
the other side of the globe, but has 
spent a lifetime not knowing what is 
happening to his heart. Therefore, as 
technology increases, man is 
becoming more immoral. The season 
for the moral degeneration has once 
again returned.  

The celebration of 
Carnival has officially begun, 
and in February, the events 
will climax with two days 
officially given off to engage in 
immorality and sin.  
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We need to know about this 
celebration, it‘s origin and how we 
should respond towards it. The word 
‗Carnival‘ stems from the word 
‗carnevale’ or ‗canboulay’. Regarding 
the word ‘carnevale’ which means ‗to 
put away the meat‘, it originated from 
the followers of the Catholic religion in 
Italy who used to hold a wild costume 
festival before the first day of Lent – a 
time when they are not supposed to 
eat meat. With time, this festival 
became very popular in Italy and 
quickly spread to France, Spain and all 
the Catholic countries in Europe. 
When the French, Spanish and 
Portuguese began to take control of 
the Americas and the islands in the 
West, they brought with them the 
festival of Carnival. The celebration 
then took an African flavour because 
of the presence of the African slaves in 
the Caribbean. Parading and moving 
in circles through villages in costumes 
and masks, was believed by the 
Africans, to bring good fortune, to heal 
problems, and pacify angry relatives 
who had died and passed into the next 
world. Carnival traditions also borrow 
from the African tradition of putting 
together natural objects (bones, 
grasses, beads, shells, fabric) to 
create a piece of sculpture, a mask, or 
costume — with each object or 
combination of objects representing a 
certain idea or spiritual force. Feathers 
were frequently used by Africans as a 
symbol of soaring into another world to 
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be reborn and to grow spiritually. Stick 
fighting, chanting and the beating of 
drums accompanied the processions. 

It has also been mentioned 
that it stems from ‘Cannes Brulees’ 
(French for burnt canes). When a fire 
broke out in the cane fields, the slaves 
on the surrounding properties were 
rounded up and marched to the spot 
accompanied with blowing of horns 
and hitting of shells. This also would 
be practiced when there were slave 
revolts. After the emancipation of 
slavery, this celebration was called 
Canboulay, then Carnival, which was 
mixed with African ideologies and 
superstitions, and continued as a 
festival of gathering and singing, 
dancing, stick fighting, cracking of 
whips, beating of bamboo and drums, 
costumes, etc.. The Carnival which is 
being celebrated in our time has 
mutated to a more ‗vulgar‘ version of 
the origin celebrations. 

As Muslims, we see that this 
celebration is not part of our religion, 
but rather has originated from an 
innovation of the Catholics in Italy. 
Furthermore, the African slaves 
imputed into the celebration, aspects 
of shirk (ascribing partners to Allah), 
superstitions, and other unlawful 
practices according to the Shariah of 
Islam.  

Carnival celebrations in our 
time have taken a new dimension. It is 
filled with indecency, immorality and 
immodesty. There is flagrant 
nakedness and visible insolence in all 
aspects of its celebration. 
Shamelessness is the order of the 
days leading up to its celebration and 
reaches a peak on the two days given 
off. During this time there is an 
increase of adultery, fornication, 
homosexuality, lesbianism and rape. 
Statistics have shown that the level of 
unwanted pregnancy is greatest in the 
period following Carnival. Likewise, the 
rate of single parents (father not 
known) is greatest in the nine months 
following Carnival. It is also a season 

for the spreading of AIDS and other 
venereal diseases. Alcohol and drugs 
also become rampant in usage during 
these times, which only promote more 
crimes and transgression. The lyrics of 
the songs, calypsos and chutney 
compositions are vulgar, lewd and 
disrespectful. People are skimpy 
dressed. They rove the streets, 
chanting shameless songs and 
dancing promiscuously in front of 
children and strangers alike, a thing 
which they would ordinarily dislike for 
themselves and others at other times. 
It appears as though it is a legal 
stripping and unveiling of shame and 
decency.  

Islam is not in need of any 
additions for completion. Allah has 
made Islam complete, as the Quraan 
informs us: ―This day I have completed 
for you your religion and have 
completed for you my favors and I am 
pleased that Islam be your way of life 
(Deen).‖ (5:3) Allah has blessed us 
with two auspicious and spiritual 
celebrations – Eid ul Fitr and Eid ul 
Adhaa. These celebrations are based 
on becoming closer to Allah, His 
mercy, His forgiveness and His 
pleasure. Muslims must submit to 
these and become contented since to 
consider that there is a real need for 
another celebration is to claim the 
imperfection of Islam. Therefore, to 
adopt a celebration from another 
religion or way of life is not 
permissible. 

Part of our religion is modesty 
and shyness. In a Hadith, Abu 
Hurairah (RA) narrated  that the 
Messenger of Allah (SA) said: ―Faith 
has over seventy branches or over 
sixty branches, the most excellent of 
which is the declaration that there is no 
God but Allah, and the lowest  of which 
is the removal of what is injurious from 
the path,  and modesty is a branch of 
faith.‖ (Muslim)  

Salim (RA) reported on the 
authority of his father that the Prophet 
(SA) heard a man instructing his 

brother about modesty. Upon this, the 
Prophet (SA) remarked: ―Modesty is 
an ingredient of Iman (faith)‖. (Muslim)  

These Ahadeeth indicate that 
if a believer does not display modesty 
in his life, then his faith as a Muslim is 
lacking. He does not have complete 
faith.  

The Messenger of Allah (SA) 
also said: ―Every deen (religion) has 
an innate character. The character of 
Islam is modesty.‖ (Muslim)  

Innate character indicates an 
integral part of a thing which is one 
and the same as that thing. Therefore, 
to be modest is a part of our faith 
which one cannot do without. The 
Prophet (SA) has said: ―For that 
person who does not have shame, 
then let him do whatever he wants.‖ 
(Bukhari)  Not having shame indicates 
that he is not displaying the character 
of a Muslim and can do as he likes. A 
Muslim on the other hand would 
indeed consider actions before 
engaging in them. 

Again, the Prophet (SA) 
emphasised the importance of having 
a moral and modest disposition. In a 
narration reported by Imran ibn 
Husain, he said that the Prophet (SA) 
said: ―Modesty brings forth nothing but 
goodness. ...‖  (Muslim)  It would also 
be correct to say that immodesty 
brings forth nothing but evilness. For 
example, a woman dressing 
immodestly, like what happens at 
Carnival, is only opening the doors for 
molestation, rape and assault. 
Contrary to this, those who act 
modestly are shown respect and 
honour.  

Modesty is of such an 
important part of faith that cannot be 
put aside even upon trying conditions.    
Thabit ibn Qays narrated: A woman 
called Umm Khallad came to the 
Prophet (SA) while she was veiled. 
She was searching for her son who 
had been killed (in the battle). Some of 
the Companions of the Prophet (SA) 
said to her: ‗You have come here 
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asking for your son while veiling your 
face?‘ She said: ‗If I am afflicted with 
the loss of my son, I shall not suffer 
the loss of my modesty.‘ The Apostle 
of Allah (SA) said: ―You will get the 
reward of two martyrs for your son.‖ 
She asked: ‗Why is that so, Apostle of 
Allah?‘ He replied: ―Because the 
people of the Book have killed him.‖ 
(Abu Dawud) 

During the time of Carnival, 
the moral fabric of the society is 
broken down at all levels. Those who 
conform to the activities of Carnival are 
actually following the temptations of 
Satan. The Quraan informs us: ―He 
(the Satan) only commands you with 
evil and immodesty and that you say 
concerning Allah that which you do not 
know.‖ (2:169) On the other hand, 
Allah forbids immodesty. Allah says in 
the Quraan: ―Certainly Allah 
commands you with justice and 
goodness and He forbids you from 
Fahshaa (immodesty) and 
transgression, and He warns you that 
you may take heed.‖ (16:9)  

The teaching of Islam has 
made all such actions of Carnival 
which are immodest or leads to 
immodesty, Haraam (prohihibited). 
The Quraan mentions in Surah A‘araaf 
verse 33: ―Say, My Lord has made 
prohibited Fawaahish (all aspects of 
immodesty), what is open of it and 
what is hidden.‖ Likewise, we are 
commanded not to even come close to 
it. Allah commands: ―Do not come 
close to Fawaahish, what is open from 
it and what is hidden.‖ (6:151) 
Therefore, everything which leads up 
to immodest actions would also be 
forbidden. These would include 
supporting Carnival financially or by 
words. Similarly, looking at nakedness 
on the streets, television, magazines, 
newspapers, posters, brochures, etc. 
and listening to music, calypsos, 
chutney, ex-tempo, de-manche gras, 
comedy festival, etc. on stage or via 
the various media will also be in 
violation of the command of Allah.  

A believer should develop a 
dislike towards sins, and transgression 
just as he dislikes being thrown in the 
fire of Jahannam. This brings about a 
sweetness and pleasure in Imaan 
(faith). The Prophet (SA) said: ―Three 
(traits), whoever possesses them 
would experience the sweetness of 
faith. That person for whom Allah and 
His messenger is more beloved to him 
than any other; that person who loves 
his brother only for the sake of Allah; 
and that person who dislikes returning 
to disbelieve (engaging in acts of 
disobedience/ kufr) just as he dislikes 
being thrown into the fire.‖ (Bukhari 
and Muslim)  

The Prophet (SA) has also 
said: ―When anyone of you sees a 
wrong, then let him change it with his 
hands; if he is unable, then let him 
change it by his tongue; if he is unable, 
then by his heart, and that is the 
weakest of Imaan.‖ (Muslim) The term 
‗by his heart‘ means that he dislikes 
and feels displeased when he sees a 
sin being committed, and realises he 
cannot do anything else to stop it. This 
condition, the Prophet (SA) referred to 
as the weakest of faith. How much sin 
is committed during this time? 

The consequence of 
immodesty is that it draws the 
punishment of Allah. Let‘s consider the 
incident of the people of Sodom and 
Gomorrah, who were the first to 
engage in the heinous and indecent 
act of homosexuality. The Quraan 
mentions: ―Are you approaching 
immodesty (homosexuality) such that it 
has not been preceded with anyone 
before from the world. Certainly, you 
approach men with lustful desires 
instead of women. You are indeed a 
people who have gone beyond the 
limits.‖ (7:80) They even advanced 
towards the angels who came to 
Prophet Lut (AS) in the form of men. 
Allah disgraced them and sent down 
his punishment. The Quraan mentions: 
―So when Our command came to 
pass, We turned their habitations 

upside down and rained on it stones of 
hard clay, one over another. Marked 
from your Lord. And it is not far from 
the transgressors.‖ (11:82-83) 

On the other hand, the story of 
Hazrat Yusuf (AS) teaches us that 
when one controls himself in the face 
of immodesty, Allah elevates him. He 
(AS) was tempted and allured into 
committing Zina by the wife of the 
Minister. He refused and consequently 
preferred the prison instead of this 
immodest act in disobedience to Allah. 
Allah took him out from the depts of 
the dungeon to the height of 
prophethood and power. Allah says: 
―And thus We gave Yusuf (AS) power 
in the land. He could settle in it 
wherever he wished. We extend Our 
mercy to whomsoever We will, and We 
do not let the reward of the righteous 
people to go to waste. And the reward 
of the Hereafter is surely better for 
those who believe and constantly 
observe Taqwa (piety, self restraint).‖ 
(12:56-57) 

Which example should we 
follow, the people of Lut (AS) or the 
example of Yusuf (AS)? We have been 
given freedom of choice by Allah 
Ta‘aala. On one hand, Allah destroyed 
the people of Lut and their punishment 
will continue in the Hereafter, and on 
the other, He elevated Yusuf (AS) in 
this world and the Hereafter. We 
should not consider ourselves immune 
from the punishment of Allah.  

Respected readers, the 
increase of Faahisha (immodesty) and 
the propagation of it in our time is a 
sign from the signs of the approach of 
the Last Day (Qiyaamah). Among the 
many signs which have been 
mentioned from the Ahaadith of the 
Prophet (SA), which can be related to 
Carnival and its activities, some are 
listed as follows. 
- Adultery will be prevalent.  
- Intoxicants, drinking of wine and 

alcohol will be common and open.  
- Immodesty and lewdness will be 

prevalent.  



 4 

- Homosexuality and lesbianism will 
increase.  

- Women will wear garments, yet will 
appear naked. 

- Singing girls will be kept as 
mistresses. 

- Music and musical instruments will 
become very common. 

- Men will dress and resemble women 
and women will dress and resemble 
men. 

We should reflect and 
consider which of these do not take 
place during the Carnival times? In 
fact, we would all agree that all the 
above vices and sins take place to a 
greater extent. These things would 
definitely take place as they were 
prophesised by the Prophet (SA). 
However, we should not be part of 
these negative portents of the Final 
Hour.  

Respected readers, following 
Carnival, there would also be a concert 
which would involve singing, dancing 
and other indecencies. Muslims must 
be vigilant and not become entrapped 
again in another ploy of Satan. Parents 
must also ensure that their children are 
not part of such gathering. It is Haraam 
to take part or support it in any way. 
Instead, we, along with our families 
should engage in virtuous and 
permissible activities. We should also 
seek forgiveness from Allah for our 
errors and that he does not punish us 
for our negligence. The Quraan says: 
―And those who engaged in immodesty 
or transgressed their own souls 
(should) remember Allah and seek his 
forgiveness for their sins.‖ (3:135)  

Allah Ta‘aala also promises 
goodness for those who abstain: ―And 
that which is with Allah is better and 
more everlasting for those who believe 
and upon their Lord they trust. And 
(the same will be for) those who 
abstain from great sins and 
immodesty.‖ (42:36-37) 

We pray that Allah keep us on 
the light of Imaan and Islam as taught 
by the Prophet (SA), and that He 

protect us and our generation from the 
darkness of sins and immodesty. 

Aameen 
 

People of the Quraan –  

Haman 

Haman was a Coptic 

Egyptian. He was a close friend, 

and the chief minister and adviser 

to the Pharoah. He occupied a 

high position in the courts of 

Pharoah. The Quraan mentioned in 

several places that Pharoah had 

requested him to bake bricks and 

build him a sarh (an exalted 

towering palace) which he did. He 

conspired with the Pharoah and 

his court to extinguish the 

prophethood and mission of Musa. 

He also called Musa a liar, a fake 

and a sorcerer. 

The Quraan referred to 

him as a disbeliever, liar and 

great sinner. Haman and Firaun 

have been mentioned together in 

several places in the Quraan. As 

they lived together and conspired 

together they were also drowned 

together and will also face the 

punishment together. 

Haman is often used as an 

example of one who misused 

position, power and influence. 
 
 
 

DARUL ULOOM ON-LINE 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, you are 
invited to visit our Webpage for 
updated information on:   
 
 Halaal and Haraam  
 Moonsighting Updates 
 Zakaah Calculation Forms  
 Nisaab rates 
 Fatwas (Religious Verdicts) 
 Darul Uloom Programmes 
 Articles on Current Issues  

 
You can also contact us with your 

questions, enquiries & comments. 
 

WEBPAGE        : www.darululoomtt.org 
E-MAIL  : darululoom@mail.tt 

You can contact us and 
request to be part of our e-mail mailing 

lists for updates and articles. 

DEAR SISTER – 
HIJAAB AND THE 

LAW OF MODESTY 

Part. 2 

In our last issue (of the Sabeelur 
Rashaad brochure) we dealt with the 
concept of Hijab in Islam, and highlighted 
a few aspects of the law of modesty as 
they relate to ‗dressing‘ for a woman. 
Under this topic, we indicated to some of 
the teachings of Islam which clearly 
established the prohibition of wearing 
‗tight-fitted‘ and ‗thin‘ clothing for women. 
Those who wish to get more information 
can refer to our last issue of Sabeelur 
Rashaad (Jan. 2010 #63) for the full 
article. 

Going further into the aspect of 
dressing for Muslim women, it should be 
understood that it is also prohibited for 
Muslim women to wear (their) clothing in 
such a manner that allows their physique 
(of the body) to be revealed. This is an 
area which many sisters do not pay 
attention to, and while covering 
themselves, they are yet revealed. 
Besides the fact that some Muslim sisters 
wear tight-fitted ‗tops‘ or ‗upper garments‘ 
(which is totally haram), they go to the 
extent by wearing short ‗tops‘ which reach 
only up to the waist. This manner of dress 
allows the physique of their posterior, 
thighs and legs until the ankles to be 
revealed to the eyes of the public (both 
male and female). 

The many different ways of the 
present day ‗modern Islamic dress‘ falls 
into this prohibited way of attiring, and 
while many sisters think that they are up 
keeping the law of Hijab in Islam, they are, 
in reality, violating the teachings of the 
Holy Quran and the beautiful Sunnah of 
the Prophet (SA). 

Sisters must fully understand that 
Hijab, as it relates to attiring, is not only 
about covering the head, in fact, it 
includes covering other parts of the body 
also, as we have explained in our previous 
issue of the Sabeelur Rashaad brochure. 
Along with this, attiring/dressing must be 
done in a manner where one‘s body or 
physique does not become visible to 
others.  

Hijab, as a whole, is a sacred 
institution which is founded on piety and 

http://www.darululoomtt.org/
mailto:darululoom@mail.tt
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righteousness, and hence, all that which is 
connected to it must be deep rooted in 
piety and righteousness. It therefore 
means that in the manner of ‗dress‘, the 
‗fear of Allah‘ (taqwa) must be a guiding 
principle, so that one does not succumb to 
the satanic whispers of revealing that 
which Allah has ordered to be concealed. 

The Holy Quran states, ‗O 
Children of Adam! We have sent down to 
you clothing in order to cover your shame 
and as an adornment. And the best of all 
garments is the garment of the piety‘. 
(Sura Al A‘raf (7) verse26). 

The Principle of piety must 
therefore be the driving force behind one‘s 
manner of dress. Once this is 
present/found, then the type of clothing, 
as well as the manner of attiring will all be 
in conformity to the laws of modesty, 
shyness, morality, decency and chastity. 
In this way, the woman‘s dress will not be 
a means of displaying evil intentions and 
motives, nor will it be a means of 
seduction and attraction to the opposite 
sex, but instead, it will be one which 
represents a high degree of shyness, 
decency, purity and modesty.  

On the other hand, if the fear of 
Allah is not the guiding principle in one‘s 
attire, then the external covering of the 
body may not be sufficient to resist the 
temptation of falling into many wrongs that 
are in total violation of the concept of Hijab 
in Islam. It is on account of the absence of 
this fundamental value, we see that many 
Muslim women get involved in activities 
that are sinful, indecent and unchaste, 
although they may be from among those 
who cover themselves completely or 
partially. It is for this reason, Allah informs 
the believers in the above mentioned 
verse, ‗And the best of all garments is the 
garment of Piety‘. (7:26). In a similar 
manner, we see that the very verse which 
ordains Hijab (for women) ends with the 
words, ‗And Allah is well acquainted with 
all that you do‘.(24:30) 

Another very important aspect of 
‗Hijab in Islam‘, is that which pertains to 
the conduct and behavior of a woman. 
When one looks at the teachings of Islam, 
it becomes very clear that a woman has 
been given a tremendous amount of 
guidance with respect to her conduct and 
behavior. These guidelines go beyond that 
of the attire and dress, and extend to the 

manner of speech, interaction, outward 
behavior, intermingling with the opposite 
sex, etc. The reason for these divine 
instructions, which have been given 
specifically to women, is due to the great 
differences which exist between a man 
and a woman. This has been clearly 
highlighted in the Holy Quran and Sunnah 
of the Prophet (SA). As evident, these 
differences are not only confined to duties 
and responsibilities, but they go straight 
back to the creation of the woman with 
respect to her qualities, emotions, feelings 
and the nature with which she has been 
created. 

The same has been admitted by 
many renowned writers of the present 
day. In this regard, the French Nobel 
Laureate, Alexis Carrel wrote, ‗The 
differences existing between man and 
woman do not come from the particular 
form of the sexual orgasm, the presence 
of the uterus, from gestation, or from the 
mode of education. They are of a more 
fundamental nature. They are caused by 
the very structure of the tissues and by the 
impregnation of the entire organism with 
specific chemical substances secreted by 
the ovary. Ignorance of these fundamental 
facts has led promoters of feminism to 
believe that both sexes should have the 
same education, the same powers and the 
same responsibilities. In reality, woman 
differs profoundly from man. Every one of 
the cells in her body bears the mark of her 
sex. The same is true of her orgasm and, 
over all, of her nervous system. 
Physiological laws are as inexorable as 
those of the sidereal world. They cannot 
be replaced by human wishes. Woman 
should develop their aptitudes in 
accordance with their own nature, without 
trying to imitate the males. (Alexis Carrel, 
‗Man, The Unknown‘ as quoted in ‗Woman 
in Shariah‘ pg.1 and Woman between 
Islam and Western Society pg.35).  

In a similar manner, Professor 
Steven Goldberg has written, ‗The central 
fact is that men and women are different 
from each other, from gene to the thought 
to the act. These differences flow from the 
biological natures of man and woman‘. 
(Woman between Islam and Western 
Society pg.35).  

Muslim women must therefore 
understand that in Islam, laws and 
instructions that govern their conduct and 

behavior, have been given in 
consideration to their distinctive 
disposition, soft natured traits and their 
feminine characteristics. It is on account of 
these delicate qualities, we find that 
women in general have a natural tendency 
and inclination to be private, soft spoken 
and peaceful. 

Women should therefore view the 
guidelines of the sacred shariah as a 
means of protecting their chastity and 
womanhood, and should not look at these 
as a means of ‗demotion‘ in our so called 
‗western liberated society‘.  

From among the divine guidance 
which Allah has given to His female 
servants (Muslim women) is that which is 
connected to their voices. It is common 
knowledge that the voice of a woman can 
be a means of attraction to the opposite 
sex. The manner of speech and the 
alluring, charming and attractive voice of a 
woman can be used as a means of 
seduction on the path of women. It is a 
well known fact that today, many ill 
mannered women use their voices and 
manner of speech to captivate the hearts 
of those they desire. In a similar manner, 
sometimes a woman may be innocent of 
any such intent, however, the opposite 
sex may find pleasure, excitement and 
enjoyment in listening to the female‘s 
voice. 

It is in order to protect the Muslim 
women from falling prey to such evils, and 
to preserve their honor, Allah Has guided 
them in this regard by saying, ‗Be not soft 
in speech, lest he in whose heart is a 
disease (of evil intent) should be moved 
with desire, but speak in an honorable 
manner‘. (Sura Al Ahzab (33) verse32).  

Here, the believing women are 
commanded that when the need arises for 
them to speak to a male who is not blood 
related to them, then they must refrain 
from speaking in their normal, soft, gentle 
and pleasing way. The soft and tender 
nature of the voice, as stated by Allah, can 
create ill desires in the hearts of those 
who have evil intent. The Quran states 
that the woman must speak in a straight 
and sensible manner, which must be 
upright and scrupulous in nature. She 
must not adopt ‗a manner of speech‘ or 
speak in such a voice that seeks to 
produce or create passionate desires in 
the hearts of those who are spoken to. All 
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these are totally haram / unlawful for a 
woman. 

Muslim sisters must therefore 
take note of this teaching of the Holy 
Quran which is also part of the Institution 
of Hijab in Islam.  
(To be continued in our next brochure) 

 

FOR YOUNG MINDS 

Abdullah ibn Abbaas   
Hadhrat Abdullah ibn 

Abbaas (RA) says:  "After the 

passing away of the Prophet (SA), 

I said to an Ansari friend of 

mine. The Prophet (SA) is not now 

with us. But a large number of 

Sahabah are still among us. Let us 

go to them and get knowledge of 

the Islamic practices". He said. 

'Who is going to approach you for 

learning a regulation in the 

presence of these eminent 

Sahabah?' I was not discouraged.  

I kept up my quest for 

knowledge and approached every 

person who was supposed to have 

heard something from the Prophet 

(SA). I managed to gather 

substantial information from the 

Ansar. If on my visit to one of 

the Sahabah (RA), I found him 

asleep, I would spread my shawl 

at the gate and sit waiting. 

Sometimes my face and body 

would get covered with dust, but 

I kept sitting till they woke and I 

was able to contact them. Some 

of them said: 'Abdullah you are 

the cousin of the Prophet (SA), 

you could have sent for us. Why 

did you take the trouble of coming 

to our places?' I said to them: 'I 

must come to you, for I am a 

student and you are my 

teachers.' Some people for whom 

I had waited said: 'Since when 

have you been waiting for us?' I 

informed them that I had been 

sitting there for a pretty long 

time. They said: 'What a pity! 

You could have awakened us from 

our sleep.' I said: ‘I did not like 

to disturb you for my own sake.'  

I thus carried on my pursuits, till 

there came a time when people 

began to flock to me for learning. 

My Ansari friend realised this at 

that time and remarked. 'This 

boy has surely proved himself 

more sensible than us."  

It was this devotion to 

knowledge, which caused Hadhrat 

Abdullah bin Abbas (RA) to be 

known as Hibrul Ummah (the most 

learned man of Islam) and Bahrul 

Uluum (ocean of knowledge) in his 

time.  

Our young friends, the 

thirst for knowledge of Abdullah 

ibn Abbaas should be an 

inspiration for all of us to 

emulate. We must be humble, 

consistent and sincere in our quest 

for knowledge and Inshaa Allah, 

we will also drink from the 

fountains of knowledge. 
 

QUESTIONS ¦ %0 :06 ,/08 t} 

1) Which Prophet was sent to th e 

people of ôAad? 

2) Name the city where the angels 

Harut and Marut were sent.  

3) What is the name of the 

mountain on which Prophet 

Musa (AS) first received 

Allahõs call?  

4) Which Prophet was born 

miraculously without a father ? 

5) What did the Queen of Saba 

and her people worship ? 

Answers on next issue.   

 

Answers to questions on 

last issue 

1) Binyamin was the youngest son 

of Prophet Yaõcoub (Jacob). He 

was the younger brother of  

Prophet Yuusuf (AS) . (Surah 

Yusuf - 12:89) 

2) Prophet Daawuud (David) (AS) 

received the revelatio n of the  

Zabuur. (Quraan : 4:163, 17:55)  

3) Qaabeel killed Haabeel.  

(Quraan : 5:27 -31) 

4) Prophet Ibrahim (AS) was born 

in the Kaldanian lands at  

Babylon in Iraq . (Ibn Katheer)  

5) Prophet Ibrahim (AS) was the 

uncle of Prophet Lut  (AS) .  
 

THE ATTACK ON 

ISLAM CONTINUES. 

The statements come in different 
ways and the actions take different 
angles, but no matter what justification 
may be given, it is clear as daylight that 
the attacks on Islam would never cease. 
  The issue of the caricature of the 
Prophet (SA) and the many films which 
have been produced showing Muslims as 
terrorists, are still fresh in the minds of 
Muslims. The insults done to Islam by 
defacing the Holy Quran in Iraq, as well as 
the open trampling in many Masjids in 
Iraq, have not been forgotten by Muslims. 
Not being satisfied with the amount that 
has been done, they go further to ‗officially 
ban‘ the minarets of Masaajids in 
Denmark, trying their best to justify their 
action with ‗lame‘ and ‗flimsy‘ reasons. But 
that‘s not all. Before the Muslims could 
actually digest what was really happening 
in the world, a new attack began in a 
different way. This recent onslaught is 
about the Muslims again, and now, it is an 
effort to ban the ‗Niqaab (for women) in 
France‘. 

Unfortunately, they got their 
support from the big Shaikh of Egypt, who 
thought to himself that he was doing a 
good to Islam when he used the remark 
about Niqaab. Little did he realize that he 
was being used as the ‗mouth piece‘ for 
the ‗Critics‘ of Islam.  
  As Muslims, we must take note of 
what is really happening against Islam and 
the Muslims today. We should not be 
naïve to the situation that have developed, 
and should not stoop to the so called 
‗rational reasons‘ and ‗justifications‘ that 
are given on these issues that are 
targeting the Muslims. These are nothing 
but different modes of ‗attack‘ on the 
Muslims. They may take different shapes, 
forms approaches and voices, but yet, the 
underlying objective remains the same 
and that is, to openly and directly attack 
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the beautiful religion of Islam and its 
values. 

In this respect, there has recently 
been a heated debate over the 
compatibility of hijab/niqaab, the Islamic 
modest dress, with contemporary western 
culture and values. Showing total 
disregard to the fact that this is a religious 
institution, Western Societies have today, 
made the hijab/niqaab as a battlefield, for 
a perceived ‗conflict of cultures‘. For many 
‗westerners‘, niqaab is considered a 
dangerous, provocative symbol that 
challenges their ‗loose‘, ‗free‘, and 
‗wanton‘ way of behavior which is 
considered normal and good in western 
societies. To them, niqaab is seen as a 
mark of oppression and subjugation, and 
a sign of backwardness to women in 
Islam, one that is far from the truth.  

The topic of hijab/niqaab has 
been one of debate for a long time in the 
west. Some have accused it of being a 
sign of separation and hence, call for it to 
be abandoned. Many argue that 
hijab/niqab is a religious symbol which is 
contrary to the notion of secularism and 
modernization. Muslims wearing hijab are 
subject to phony remarks and looks. 

The war against hijab/niqaab 
started in Europe but soon spread to other 
countries, including some secular Muslim 
countries. Some Muslim countries 
internalized the western colonial stance on 
the veil as a symbol of backwardness. 
Reza Shah of Iran, in 1936, outlawed the 
wearing of the veil, it was decreed that 
Muslim women should dress the way 
western women do. Taxi drivers could be 
fined if they carried veiled passengers. 
Police were instructed to prosecute all 
those who did not desist from wearing the 
veil and to tear off the veil from their 
heads. Somewhat later, when scarves 
were known to be fashionable in Europe, 
a little laxity was permitted. Yet in 2004, 
an American woman of Turkish descent 
was expelled from the Turkish Grand 
National Assembly and her citizenship 
was revoked as she appeared for the 
swearing-in ceremony wearing a hijab. 
Thus, opposition to hijab/niqaab is one 
which started a long time ago and still 
continues. It is however amazing to know 
that the concept of veiling (as in 
hijab/niqaab) is not one that is inimical to 
classical western tradition. In fact, it is 

clearly evident that in traditional western 
culture, (which has its deep root in 
Judaism and Christianity), veiling/covering 
the head/body properly has been strongly 
taught, practiced and encouraged.  

In this regard, Brayer points out 
in the Rabbinic tradition, it is unbecoming 
of a Jewish woman to go out with her 
head uncovered: ‗It is not like the 
daughters of Israel to walk out with heads 
uncovered‘ and ‗cursed be the man who 
lets the hair of his wife be seen‘. (Making 
sense of Hijab and Niqab pg. 27 ) In the 
New Testament, it is stated that, ―if a 
woman does not cover her  head, she 
should have her hair cut off; and if it is a 
disgrace for a woman to have her hair cut 
off or shaved off, she should cover her 
head.‖ (1 Corinthians 11:6)   
  Thus, the three major religions, 
Islam, Judaism and Christianity have all 
preached the act of veiling for a woman. 
Self restraint, modesty, privacy and 
decency have always been the core 
teachings in these religions for a woman. 
Yet, a modern western woman sees it 
differently, and she finds herself in an 
entire different setting. Some western 
feminist writers have indicated that women 
in the present day western societies are 
taught from the early childhood that their 
worth is proportional to their physical 
attractiveness to the male gaze. 
  For a western woman, her beauty 
is how she is judged by the male, and not 
how she really is. While indicating to this 
trend of western women, Berger writes, 
‗Men act and women appear. Men look at 
women. Women watched themselves 
being looked at. This determines not only 
most relations between men and women, 
but also the relation of women to 
themselves. The surveyor of women in 
herself is male: the surveyed female. Thus 
she turns herself into an object – most 
particularly an object of vision: a sight‘. 
(Making sense of Hijab and Niqab pg. 28) 
  The western woman therefore, 
judges herself with the eyes of the male. 
She is concerned about how the male 
views her, how attractive she seems in his 
estimation, and how acceptable she is to 
him. With this burning desire to be seen 
and noticed, and with the urge to always 
seem more attractive and beautiful, she 
shuns from covering properly, begins to 
expose her private body and develops a 

liking for different ways of impressing her 
male admirer. In doing so, she becomes 
an adversary to chastity and modesty, and 
then becomes an enemy to hijab in Islam. 
In the mindset of such people, and in their 
society, there is no ‗welcome‘ for hijab and 
niqaab. 
  In contrast to the conduct of such 
western women, there are those (of the 
Muslim women) who wilfully and open 
heartedly turn to hijab/niqaab, and find 
solace, comfort and joy in adopting it. To 
them, hijab/niqaab is a way of giving 
dignity to a woman‘s femininity by 
discouraging unwelcomed sexual 
attention, and making her beauty 
(something very precious to her) 
unavailable to an uninvited guest or public 
consumption. It defines her Muslim 
identity and affords more respect to her. It 
is the ideal way of protecting her beauty 
and privacy and it is the God-given way of 
preserving her honour and dignity. 
  Viewed with this understanding 
and meaning, hijab/niqaab must not be 
seen as absurd or ‗backward‘. Why should 
it be wrong for a woman to take one step 
forward in dressing decently and in a 
modest way, when an increasing number 
have taken two steps backward in nudity 
and semi-nakedness. 
  It is indeed strange to see that 
while those who cover themselves 
properly with hijab and niqaab are 
ridiculed and mocked, those who dress in 
an indecent and nude manner are given 
the full liberty to dress as they wish. How 
can there be a ban on covering with the 
niqaab, while there is the full permission to 
dress in a nude/semi nude fashion. If 
some in the west have the permission to 
dress with ‗skimpy tops‘ and ‗scanty 
tights‘, then others must also have an 
equal permission to cover their upper and 
lower bodies in a modest manner with the 
hijaab and niqaab. 
  So, what is happening in France 
today against Muslim women by 
proposing to ban the niqaab, is an unfair 
and unjust treatment to Muslim women. 
This amounts to nothing except a sheer 
attack on Islam, and victimization to 
Muslim women. If a ban must be placed 
on women for their decent way of 
dressing, then, to a greater extent, a ban 
must also be placed on the ‗vulgar‘ and 
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‗indecent‘ manner of attiring which is 
rampant in France. 
  If other women have a right to 
practice their religion and culture, then 
Muslim women living in France must also 
be given the same right. Banning the 
niqaab for Muslim women in that country 
will be an open violation of their religious 
as well as human right. 

 

FATWAS ï  

LISTENING TO MUSICAL 

INSTRUMENTS 

 

Q. Are Muslims allowed to listen to string 
instruments, eg. guitar, piano, etc. If 
Islamic songs are accompanied with these 
instruments would it be permissible to 
listen to them? 
 

A.  It is not permissible for Muslims 
to listen to string instruments. It is haram 
in Islam. 

The four schools of law have 
stated that it is Haraam (unlawful) to use 
instruments which brings about 
entertainment, amusement and melody, 
like sticks, string instruments like the 
mandolin, piano, bass drum, drum, tabla, 
(drumming, drumbeat), single pipe 
instrument, the fiddle, etc. 
The Scholars have stated that if a person 
listens to these instruments, his testimony 
will be rejected. This is due to the 
statement of the Prophet (SA) in which he 
said, ‗There will be people of my Ummah 
who would consider intoxicants, swine, 
silk and musical instruments as being 
Halaal (lawful)‘. (Bukhari) 

The Messenger of Allah also said 
‗Certainly, there will be people of my 
Ummah who would consume intoxicants 
by giving it another name, they would play 
musical instruments and would listen to 
singing women. Allah will cause them to 
sink in the earth and will make from 
among them apes and swine‘. (Ibn Majah, 
Tirmizi) 

Both these traditions have been 
given as signs of the hour of judgment and 
they speak about the unlawful actions 
which will be adopted by Muslims. Hence, 
the idea of Muslims being entertained and 
amused by these instruments is from 
among the condemned actions in Islam. 

The Scholars have also used the 
following verse of the Holy Quran to prove 
the prohibition of musical instruments. 

Allah says in Sura Luqman Verse 6, ‗And 
from among men, there are those who 
purchase idle talks to mislead (men) from 
the path of Allah‘. While commenting on 
this verse, the great companion, Abdullah 
bin Abbass (R.A) said, ‗idle talks‘ in this 
verse means music. 

Imam Shafi and Imam Ahmad 
have also considered the use of sticks 
(while singing) to be Makrooh (disliked) 
since it creates amusement. 

As for creating special sound 
effects from the throat, this is also totally 
Haraam according to all scholars. They 
have stated that the one who does this is 
a Faasiq. (Al Fiqhul Islami Vol. 4 Pg. 
2665) 

In the famous and renowned 
book of Islamic Law, ‗Raddul Muktar‘, it is 
stated that all musical instruments are 
forbidden. (Raddul Muktar Vol. 6 Pg. 348) 

As for the ‗steel pan‘, this is also 
forbidden since it is used to create 
amusement, entertainment and by 
extension musical sounds. 

The prohibition of this can be 
clearly seen from the fact that the act of 
beating sticks to create a melody or sound 
is forbidden, as such, to a greater extent 
the steel pan will be forbidden. In this 
regard the jurists have stated, ‗The 
allowance to beat the Daff for Nikah‘ does 
not bring about the allowance to use other 
things like the beating of sticks etc. 
(Umdatul Qaari – Commentary of Saheeh 
Al Bukhari Vol. 3 pg. 271) 

In the famous book of Islamic 
Verdicts, Fatawa Bazaziya it is written ‗To 
listen to drums, table, etc. is totally 
unlawful and it is sinful‘. It is also an act of 
transgression (sin) to sit at such places 
where these can be heard‘. (Al Halaal wal 
Haraam pg. 240) 

With respect to the usage of the 
Daff, (or Duff) it is permissible to use for 
weddings and other happy (allowable) 
occasions. However, it must be noted that 
the Daff is a special small drum, called a 
tambourine which is sealed at one end. It 
must not be beaten to create a resounding 
sound and it should not be used for 
entertainment and amusement. If it is 
beaten in this manner then it would not be 
permissible. The drum that is sealed at 
both ends is the Tabl (or Tabla) and is not 
permissible. 

And Allah knows best. 

 

MOON  SIGHTING  UPDATE  

RABIUL  AWWAL  143 1 (AH)  

DATE  
       The 29

th
 of Safar 1431 (AH) is 

Sunday 14
th

 February 2010.  Sighting 

should be done after sunset of this day. 
 

SIGHTING INFOMATION:  

         The new moon (crescent) will be 

born on Saturday 13
th

 February 2010 at 

10:51 p.m. Sunset on Sunday 14
th

 

February 2010 will be at 6:17 p.m. At 

sunset of this day the moon will be about 

19 hrs 26 mins old. 

  Muslims are reminded to look 

for the crescent to commence the month 

of Rabii’ul Awwal  1431 (AH). 

 
ENQUIRIES OF SIGHTING CAN BE MADE AT: 

Darul Uloom Trinidad Tobago  
Ph# : 868 665 8868 / 868 665 1442. 

Webpage: www.darululoomtt.org  
 

 

Anecdote S of Islam  

THE FEE FOR JANNAH! 
 

Hadhrat Ibraheem bin 
Adham (RA) once intended to use 
the public baths. The owner 
prevented him saying,"You cannot 
enter without first paying the fee."  

Hearing this Hadhrat 
Ibraheem (RA) wept and said, "O 
Allaah! I am not allowed to enter 
the house of satan without paying 
a fee. Jannah is the home of the 
Ambiyaa (AS) (Prophets) and the 
Siddiqeen (truthful ones). 

How can I enter it 
without  paying a fee (i.e. without 
good actions)?" 

Tambeehul Ghaafileen  
 

THE   DARUL   ULOOM 

As a service to Islam you are 

humbly requested to 

contribute to the efforts of the 

Darul Uloom T&T as we 

strive together to establish the 

Deen of Allaah. 


